
H I G H  D E F I N I T I O N
F O R  D U M M I E S

Let’s be clear!
In effect, audio High-definition is similar to its close 
relative, HD-TV. They both aim to reproduce faithfully 
what our senses perceive in our environment.
In order to provide an image that reflects reality, High-
definition television increases the amount of pixels and 
lines that make up an image.
Audio High-definition works the same way by 
increasing the quantity of information on a support, 
in order to provide the most detailed rendition of a 
sound.

How can I get the best sound quality?
We are all familiar with various sound media, from 
compact discs to Internet downloads but they were 
not all created equal. An ordinary CD can only carry 
a fraction of the original information and a basic 
download from the Internet (MP3) contains even 
less. This triggers listener fatigue that occurs when the 
brain has to provide missing information and when the 
sound is too strident due to the same reason.
By comparison, the information on a vinyl LP is richer 
than on a CD. 
High-definition CDs are available as well as High 
definition downloading formats that provide a better 
sound quality.
It is now possible to download high-definition audio 
files and studio masters from the Internet but it is a 
time-consuming process that takes up a lot of memory 
space and can damage the original data.
In order to solve that problem, Fidelio’s new MasterFlash™ 
card carries the same information and allows users to 
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Analog Signal Digital Signal

by-pass the lengthy downloading process. As light and 
small as a credit card, it is easy to store and beautifully 
designed.
In addition, and for the first time in the world, Fidelio 
brings to the public a sound reproduced without using 
any moving part, from the recording session to the 
end product. This guarantees that data corruption is 
virtually eliminated.
This is what is available on the MasterFlash™ and 
makes it unique.
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Analog signal
Amplitude Each level is coded in 16bit (CD)

65,535 possible values
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ANALOG TO DIGITAL CONVERSION

Traditional CD

Analog signal

Digital signal

Low resolution image analogy
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Analog signal
amplitude Each level is coded in 24bits

16 777 216 possible values
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HIGH RESOLUTION ANALOG TO DIGITAL CONVERSION -  24/176

MasterFlash™ Fidelio USB Card

High resolution image analogy

analog signal

Digital signal



Side by side comparison of low resolution vs high resolution



What is the use of purchasing High-definition 
audio if I do not own a high-end sound system? 
The difference can be heard even on the most 
basic system but the better it is, the more 
obvious the quality will appear. This is known 
as resolution, the term used to define the range 
of nuances that might not all be perceived by 
human ears but make up a rich sound. When the 
resolution is higher, the range is wider. 
It is like watching a beautiful image on a small 
screen. We can appreciate the difference but the 
quality is more visible on a wider screen. Even 
enlarged many times, high-definition images 
remain clear.

Do I need additional audio equipment and where 
can I purchase it? 
Just like a regular TV set requires a decoder in 
order to support High-definition, a computer 
needs a converter for the same purpose. 
Converters are available in many audio stores 
and on the Internet, with prices ranging from 
$300 to $35 000.

Is it difficult to install?
No. A converter only requires a USB cable to 
connect to the computer, just like a regular 
printer. As for the MasterFlash™ card, it is as easy 
to use as any USB key.

Like HD-TV, High-definition audio is now 
within everybody’s grasp and Fidelio brings the 
best sounding music to your ears.

The new Fidelio high definition 
USB MasterFlash™ card
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